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Morning Cloud III built in Cowes by
Clare Lallow’s and the innovative
Enfield Electric Car just two examples
of local skill and craftsmanship combined with innovative design for
which Cowes is justifiably famous.
At our Annual exhibition “Made in Cowes” next October we will be
exploring Cowes’s rich manufacturing history as well as hobbies that
have left a physical legacy. While we have featured many industries in
earlier exhibitions I’m confident our diligent researchers will come up
with something new and absorbing. We have some interesting
artefacts relating to traditional crafts, many of which are lost.
If you had an interesting or unusual trade we would love to hear
from you. Or if you wish to be involved there are many ways you can
help. A few hours chatting to visitors at the exhibition is very
rewarding. Interested? If so please contact
David Jones 01983 298445 davwin@talktalk.net

RED FUNNEL
A Full Circle.
There is almost 200 years between the launching of Red Jet 7 last
year and the first Cowes built
paddle steamer for the Isle of
Wight Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company (forerunner of Red
Funnel) in 1822. PS Medina was
built in Lynn Ratsey’s yard,
situated roughly where Cowes
Yacht Haven is today. The Medina
has an obvious local connection
while the PS Earl of Malmesbury,
also built in Lynn Ratsey’s yard in
1825, was named after the then
Governor of the Isle of Wight.
Also built in Cowes in 1839 by
John White of Cowes (later J S
White’s) was PS Gem. Tiny by
today’s standards - just 104ft x14ft, 87 tons gross with a 40 h.p.
engine. After her time as a cross Solent passenger ship she was based
in Cowes for tendering American liners in Cowes Roads, at a time
when many Americans were coming ashore in Cowes. From 1869 she
was working in Cowes carrying freight and towage and was finally
withdrawn in 1883 after 43 years’ service, she was scrapped in 1889.
Today’s skilled workforce have produced Red Jet 6 & 7, although
built in East Cowes it is skilled
workers from both sides of the
Medina that have renewed this
association between the local
workforce and the company linking
Cowes and Southampton.

BEFORE THEIR TIME.
Pictured below are 3 Skootamotas outside the Chequer’s Inn. Built
at Somerton Works from 1920 these were forerunners of today’s
electric bikes. Just one interesting feature of “Made in Cowes”.

Two adverts from 1903:
Associated with the
flourishing yacht building and
sail making Bannister’s was
for many years based in Mill
Hill Rd. Eventually taken over
by J S Whites this company
was an important part of the
local marine industry.
Trading on the opposite side of
Sun Hill James A. Warne would
have been competition for the
world famous company of
Redfern’s. With John Morgan’s
at 46 to 49 High St there was
plenty of choice for the better
off to find locally made
appropriate attire.

DEATH TO PAIN!
It’s a shame this cure-all is no longer made! Reading this advert
Clarkson’s Embrocation, manufactured in Cowes, was the answer
to very ailment. If only half as good as claimed then why is it no
longer available to purchase? Or were its benefits somewhat
exaggerated.

I hope you enjoyed this newsletter which just scratches the surface
of the topic we will be presenting at Regatta House Bath Rd Cowes
from Saturday 19th October to Sunday 10th November.

